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[164] CHAPTER X.
ON THEIR CLOTHES AND ORNAMENTS.

T was the opinion of Aristotle that the world had
made three steps, as it were, to [165] arrive at
the perfection which it possessed in his time. At

first men were contented with life, seeking purely
and simply only those things which were necessary
and useful for its preservation. In the second stage,
they united the agreeable with the necessary, and
politeness with necessity. First they found food,
and then the seasoning. In the beginning, they
covered themselves against the severity of the
weather, and afterward grace and beauty were added
to their garments. In the early ages, houses were
made simply to be used, and afterward they were
made to be seen. In the third stage, men of intel-
lect, seeing that the world was enjoying things that
were necessary and pleasant in life, gave themselves
up to the contemplation of natural objects and to
scientific researches; whereby the great Republic of
men has little by little perfected itself, necessity
marching on ahead, politeness and gentleness follow-
ing after, and knowledge bringing up the rear.

Now I wish to say that our wandering Montagnais
Savages are yet only [166] in the first of these three
stages which I have just touched upon. Their only
thought is to live, they eat so as not to die; they
cover themselves to keep off the cold, and not for the
sake of appearance. Grace, politeness, the knowl-



